Men Run “Deep” at Run to Read 2007 Half Marathon
At last summer’s Run to Read 15K/5K the women ran “deep” in the 5K with six ladies under 21 minutes. On January 6 it was the men “running deep” at the 2nd annual Run to Read Half Marathon. 18 gents finished under 1 hour & 30 minutes with eleven lads under 1:25 and the first four under 1:20. This course is pending certification by USATF.

Former Alderson Broaddus College runner David McCollam ran 1:13:34.3 for the win. After finishing the first dog leg (about 4.5 miles into the race), McCollam was closely followed by Rich Crowley of Canonsburg, PA. Crowley finished second in a time of 1:16:55.7. He is reported to be a member of Pittsburgh’s elite running team, the Pharoah Hounds. 

A quarter of masters runners finished in the next four spots: Jeff Nelson, Herb Cratty, Larry Taylor and Tony Yurko. Nelson started 2007 off strong after a successful 2006 season in which he finished 7th at the Myrtle Beach Half Marathon in a tine of 1:17:07, won the Erie Half Marathon and won the inaugural Butler (PA) Half Marathon. Cratty was doing double duty as he was also responsible for the timing. Taylor holds the masters course record for the Run to Read 15K.

Morgantown’s Cathy Timperman followed up a strong 2nd place finish in her hometown’s Snowflake Sprint 5K by winning the women’s title in a time of 1:31:44. Defending champion Chelsea Jarvis dropped nearly 10 minutes off last year’s time to finish 2nd this year in a time of 1:33:07.8  She was one of 7 Wapiti runners who participated in the race this year.  Jarvis is a Capital High School Cross Country runner.
A total of 147 runners from 10 states finished the race. Race organizers are now planning the third annual Run to Read Half Marathon which is scheduled for January 5, 2008. The new course seemed popular with runners and spectators. It will be used again next year.
Race organizers thank:

· The Prickett’s Fort Foundation and Melissa May for the use of the visitor’s center

· Dan Talbot and the staff of Marion County Parks and Recreation

· Larry Lance and the Fairmont Youth Academy

· The Mon River Trails Conservancy

· Prickett’s Fort State Park

· John Veasey, Mary Wade Burnside and Tammy Shriver of the Times-West Virginian

· The Marion County Rescue Squad

· Scott Kiser and Pepsi Cola

· McDonald’s of Fairmont

· Tree of Life Church

· All those individuals who volunteered their time and energy, without whom the event would not be possible 

Please feel free to email any suggestions, comments or complaints to run2read@yahoo.com
